Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP83-00418R000100160014-4

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT
- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY :

This material contains infornation affecting the National Defense of the United States within thci meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title

18, U.S.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation ot.whlch in any to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
‘4&&%5131_‘ 25X1
COUNTRY Bast Germany REPORT
SUBJECT New Soviet Equipment DATE DISTR, 18 Mey 1955 25X1
NO. OF PAGES 1
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT‘ 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
25X1
DATE ACQUIRED This is UNEVALUAT\ED Information| 2I5X1 .

SOURCE EVAIUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE ~ APPRAISAI OF CONTENT IS TENMTATIVE

1, Tw tanks n»f & new type were observed in Halle on 2 March, The 25X1
tanks appeared to be brand-new | The chassis looked 25X

like that of the T=3L; and the turret similar to that of the JS=3, The vision
slit was protected with thick glass, The gun, which did not extend beyond the
chassis, had a caliber of no more than 50 millimeters and was equipped with a
mazzle brake, ' The tank was said to be capable of developing high speeds which, -
however, could not_bs confirmsd by observation. Only a few‘;pf these tanks seemed
to be in the area.l

2. Soviet infantry ng in the Halle area wers equipped with carbines
of two new typss One’ type had an overall length of one meter,
while the other was 60 centimeters long. The weapons had & high rate of fire
and could be used forautomatic as well as single-shot firing, They could be
fitted with a dagger which had a six to eight-inch blade and was normally
carried in the soldier's belt; it was quite different from the regular bayonet.
The carbines had islings, but were carried on as well as over the shoulder.

1, Comments , In spite of various differences in descriptions; the tanks 25X1 %
appear to have many of the featurss reported of the Tw5L., If the tanks were
T-54's, bowever, the emphasis on the fact that the gun did not extend beyond
the chasslis is puzzling; in view of earlier reports and plotures of the T-5L
which ehow & much longer gun.
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